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Program Notes 

In 1945, my grandmother on my mother’s side worked as an extra in a film featuring Libertad Lamarque. The name of that film is Cita en la Frontera 
(translatable as ‘Meeting/Date/Encounter At The Border’). It is an early movie by L.Lamarque who later became one of the biggest movie stars of the Spanish-
speaking world. Until I recently watched Cita En La Frontera, I wasn’t aware of the extent to which films of this time had shaped both of my grandmothers’ 
mannerisms, body language, and their voices (specially, their singing voices). Fantasía…is an oneiric and nostalgic account of that kind of 40’s glamour, at once 
shy and loud,  at the same time proper and unapologetically melodramatic.  

Performance Notes  

Voice 

Slight amplification is recommended for the voice 

Text in Spanish is in italics, text between brackets is sounds and phonemes 

Percussive sound: The vowel is silent 

Black Circle on top of the staff: cover mouth with both hands 
  

M(nm): ‘trill between an ‘M’ and an ’N’. The vowel below 
the ‘nm’ modulates the timbre of the trill 
 

 Square notehead: breathy sound modulated by the vowel 
between parenthesis. End the gesture with a sudden ’T’ sound	

Wiggly note head: whistling in no specific pitch. If this notation is 
featured on an F6 whistle an unspecified high (comfortable) pitch	

Small-round-empty notehead: whistle the specified pitch	

Sighing glissando: gliss down to no-specific pitch, like a sigh 

Wha-wha mute trumpet effect: sing the featured vowels with 
a nasal kind of voice voice imitating a trumpet performing 
with a wha-wha mute	

Quick and sudden glissando from the specified note to 
highest possible (comfortable) pitch. This effect is required to 
be performed both sung and whistled. 

Guitar 

Slight amplification is suggested for the guitar 

The tuning of the guitar is the following: 6=C, 5=F#, 4=C#, 3=G, 2=B, 
1=Eb. The score is written “tablature style”. Only the fingering is provided, 
not the sounding pitches 
 

Air sound produced by caressing the three lower string 
going from I to XII 
 

High pizzicato: they are obtained by softly pressuring 
(harmonic pressure) the strings towards the middle of the   
 sound hole 

+: Hammer on      
   

   Mute: mute with the heel of the right hand close to the bridge 
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